
 

THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 

  

  

Hebrews 6:4-12 

  

(Sermon preached by Jeremiah Bass) 

  

How this sermon came about 

  

  

As I thought about what subject I should speak upon this morning, and what topics 

needed to be addressed in our church, my first thought was to preach a sermon on the 

duty of a church to its pastor. This is a topic that is not dealt with very much because I 

think pastors do not want to appear self-centered. But the awkwardness of the topic does 

not make it unnecessary. Just as it is essential for a pastor to know what his obligation is 

to those he serves, so the church must be aware of its obligation to those who serve them 

from the word. If they do not realize their responsibility, inevitably what will happen is 

that the people in the church will coast along and expect the pastor to pull the full load. In 

other words, the church becomes like a train with the pastor as the locomotive pulling 

passive church-members behind him. But God did not intend His church to function like 

a train. Instead, He intended it to function like a tug-of-war team. In a tug-of-war team, 

you have a team captain (that is the pastor) who provides a leadership role, but at the 

same time everyone does the pulling, not just the team captain. That is how the church is 

supposed to operate. The pastor provides leadership, but every member needs to find a 

place on the rope and help pull. Otherwise, the pastor will end up doing all the pulling 

and eventually end up losing the tug-of-war contest! This usually happens when the 

pastor becomes burnt out and quits the ministry, or leaves to find some other tug-of-war 

team that knows what they’re doing. I hope you don’t want that to happen here. 

   

So there are some responsibilities that every church has to its pastor(s). Let me just list 

some of them here. 

   

(1) A church needs to respect its pastor. In 1 Thessalonians 5:12, the apostle Paul 

besought the brethren to "know (respect) them, which labor among you." We know he is 

referring to the pastor because he goes on to say that these who labor among them "are 

over you in the Lord, and admonish you." A pastor needs to be respected by those he 

serves because God has placed him in an office of leadership and it’s hard - really, it is 

impossible - to lead those who do not respect your authority. 

  

 (2) Along with respect comes obedience. So in Hebrews 13:17, we are commanded to 

"obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 

souls, as they that must give account." This does not mean that believers are to give blind 

obedience to the pastor, but it does mean that we must obey as long as his leadership is 

based on the word of God. Which means that if we do not obey him, we are in rebellion 

against God. 



   

(3) But respect and obedience must not be given in a cold and calculated manner. For that 

reason, a church needs to appreciate its pastor. Again, in 1 Thessalonians 5, Paul goes on 

to exhort the believers to "esteem them [the pastors] very highly in love for their work’s 

sake" (v.13). According to this verse, you cannot give a pastor enough appreciation, 

because you are to esteem them "very highly in love" - a phrase which in Greek is very 

emphatic; it was the strongest form of comparison imaginable. 

  

 (4) The church also needs to support the pastor financially. This is not very popular, 

especially among Primitive Baptists, but it is Biblical. Paul told the Galatian Christians, 

"Let him that is taught in the word, communicate unto [share with] him that teacheth in 

all good things" (Gal. 6:6). If the pastor is not supported in this way, inevitably what 

happens is that he gets entangled in the affairs of this life (cf. 2 Tim. 2:4), and his 

ministry suffers as a result. 

   

(5) Finally, the people must learn to pray for their pastor. I cannot emphasize this enough. 

Paul continually asked for prayer in his epistles (Eph. 6:19-20; 2 Thess. 3:1); if he needed 

prayer, how much more do pastors today? I do not think that the ministry of any pastor 

will bear very much fruit if his people are not willing to daily bear him up before the 

throne of God and intercede for him. Prayer is the secret weapon of the church; woe to 

those who never learn to use it! 

   

That, in short, is what I was originally planning to speak on this morning. But as I 

continued to meditate on Hebrews 13:17 ("Obey them which have the rule over you, and 

submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they 

may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you."), my soul was 

stirred by the pastor’s responsibility to the church. 

  

  

The Shepherd’s Watch 

   

What are the pastors’ responsibilities? Hebrews 13:17 tells us that they are to "watch for 

[on behalf of] your souls." This means that the people for whom the pastors watch are in 

danger of something; otherwise, there would be no need to watch. The question is, what 

was the danger to which they were exposed? 

  

The answer of this question is found in the whole scope of the book of Hebrews. It comes 

out in verses like these: "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things 

which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip" (2:1). "Take heed, 

brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 

God" (3:12).   "Let us labor to enter into that [God’s] rest, lest any man fall after the same 

example of unbelief" (4:11). "But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but 

of them that believe to the saving of the soul" (10:39).  These verses make it very clear 

that some among the Hebrews Christians were in danger of quitting Christianity. The 

duty of the leadership of the church therefore was to watch for those who were in danger 

of falling away and to exhort them to persevere. 



Fatalities and Deserters 

  

The need for this is real, because Christians are at war. Do you realize that? If you don’t, 

you won’t take Christian living seriously. Over and over again, the apostle Paul uses 

battle language to describe the Christian conflict. He called Timothy to "fight the good 

fight of faith" (1 Tim. 6:12), and told him to "endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 

Christ" (2 Tim. 2:3). He described the believer’s methods of fighting sin in terms of 

armor (Eph. 6:10-20). Perhaps the classic passage is 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, "For though 

we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are 

not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down 

imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 

bringing every thought to the obedience of Christ." 

  

 In this war, everything is fighting against your perseverance. Satan, the world, and your 

own corrupt flesh war against your soul. Satan doesn’t know who is in the Lamb’s book 

of life and so he is going to do everything he can to overthrow your faith. He walks about 

as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8-9). 

   

In war, an army experiences losses in its ranks in one of two ways: fatalities and 

desertions. It is no different with the church. The fatalities of the Christian church are its 

martyrs. Do not be naïve: there are martyrs all over the world to this very day in China, 

Indonesia, Sudan, and other countries. For many years, believers were continually 

harassed in the former Soviet Union and eastern block countries. They were imprisoned, 

tortured and killed. More Christians gave their lives in martyrdom in the twentieth 

century than in all the other centuries put together. 

  

 But sadly, the church also has deserters. In war, every country has its share of patriots 

and traitors. In the American Revolution, Nathan Hale was an example of brave 

patriotism. Captured for spying for Washington, he was sentenced to death by hanging. 

As he was about to be executed and the British asked him if he had any last words, he 

responded, "My only regret is that I have but one life to give for my country." Words like 

that stir my soul every time I read them. But not every one was like Nathan Hale, 

unfortunately. There were others, like Benedict Arnold, who betrayed their country in its 

hour of deepest need.  

  

There are Benedict Arnolds in the church, too. "Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 

this present world," said Paul (2 Tim. 4:10). John also wrote of them: "They went out 

from us, but they were not of us; for if they have been of us, they would no doubt have 

continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not 

all of us" (1 Jn. 2:19).  There are some "Christians" who desert the ranks because they 

cannot endure the battle. They didn’t think that being a Christian meant hand-to-hand 

combat and fatigue and hunger and pain and tears. And so when they began to experience 

these things, they desert the ranks, never to be seen again. This is what the pastors of 

Hebrews 13:17 were to watch for. That is what I am supposed to do, and so with the 

pastors of Hebrews 13:17, I want to exhort and encourage you to persevere. I don’t want 

you to fall away. I want you to keep on keeping on. I want you to persevere. 



  

So first, I want to make a case from Hebrews 6 for the perseverance of the saints. Second, 

I want to notice the character of those who perseverance. Then third, with the author of 

Hebrews, I want to call you to persevere in the pursuit of pleasure in God by prizing His 

promises.   

  

  

The Case For Persevering Saints 

  

What do you do with deserters? 

  

The fact of apostasy gives rise to a disturbing question. In war, deserters are shot if they 

are caught. What then happens to deserters from the Christian faith? This question is 

crucial because it has important bearings on the doctrine of the believer’s eternal security. 

   

Some have responded to this by saying that those who apostatize from the faith lose their 

salvation. Others say that apostates do not lose their salvation, only their joy. In other 

words, defection from the Christian faith has no bearing on one’s eternal position. This is 

usually what people mean when they use the words, "Once saved, always saved." But 

both of these positions are dangerous. 

  

The first is dangerous, because if it is possible for a person to lose his/her salvation, then 

there is no basis for assurance. Even though a person might know he was saved at a 

certain point, he could not be sure he would be saved in the end. However, such a 

portrayal of things is not consistent with Biblical truth. Paul had assurance (2 Tim. 1:12), 

and taught that it was the privilege of all true believers (Eph. 1:13,14). 

  

The second response is dangerous because a denial of the necessity of perseverance in 

holiness leaves one careless about living a sanctified life, and nothing could be more 

dangerous than that. Scripture is emphatic that holiness is inseparable from the authentic 

Christian life: "Follow . . . holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. 

12:14).  

  

Thus the Biblical doctrine of eternal security does not jeopardize either the believer’s 

security or his holiness. That is the reason why it has been called "the perseverance of the 

saints." God ensures the eternal security of true believers, but He does it by enabling 

them by grace to persevere in holiness. Therefore, those who abandon the faith only 

demonstrate that they were never saved in the first place. They were sunshine soldiers, 

not persevering patriots. 

  

This morning, I would like to demonstrate this from the sixth chapter of Hebrews, 

because it faces up to the problem of apostasy more clearly than other passage in 

Scripture that I can think of, but does it in such a way that does not put the true believer’s 

salvation at risk. 

  



One of the reasons I chose this passage is because it is very difficult for many to 

harmonize with the truth that believers will persevere. Many people assert that those who 

are described in verses 4-5 must be saved. And if they are saved, they must also be able 

to lose their salvation, because verse 6 says that it is impossible to renew them to 

repentance. Verses 4-6 read:  

  

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 

gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, 

and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them to repentance; 

seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 

  

I want to show in three different ways from this text that those who are described here are 

not saved, and that those who are saved will persevere. 

  

  

Sunshine Soldiers, not Persevering Patriots 

  

1. The first argument comes from the terminology itself. Those who are described in 

verses 4-6 are only sunshine soldiers, not persevering patriots. They experienced many 

real blessings from God in association with the church and probably even exhibited a 

change of ways for a time. But in and of themselves, these things are no certain marks of 

true saving grace in the soul. Believers and unbelievers alike can experience the blessings 

mentioned in verses 4-6. This being the case, it cannot be proven from these descriptions 

that a person can fall from grace.   

  

For example, when the author of Hebrews describes these people as those who were 

"enlightened," this does not mean anything more than that they heard and understood the 

gospel. It does not necessarily imply that they believed the gospel with heart-felt faith 

and conviction. The same word is used in John 1:9-13 in this sense. Speaking of Christ, 

John writes, "That was the true Light, which lighteth (same Greek word) every man that 

cometh into the world." How did Christ lighten every man? He did not give every man 

true faith because in the following verses that register the different reactions to Christ’s 

light, not every one responded in faith. "He was in the world, and the world was made by 

him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not." 

That was one reaction: unbelief and rejection. They heard the gospel, but they didn’t 

receive it. They were enlightened, but they didn’t respond in faith. The other response is 

given in verses 12-13: "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become 

the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, 

nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." In other words, of those 

who were "enlightened" by the gospel preached by Christ, not everyone was born again 

or received Christ.   

  

This is probably also denoted in the fact that they "tasted the good word of God." As 

Wayne Grudem says, they knew something of its truth and power, but like the seed on 

stony ground, which "heard the word with gladness," they do not endure and 

consequently fall away (Mk. 4:16-17).   



  

This just means that having knowledge of truth, even of the Scriptures, is not enough 

evidence that one has been born again. Knowledge is not evidence of saving grace unless 

it is accompanied by a warm and lively faith. For even the devils believe and tremble. 

Herod heard the gospel preached by John, and was thus "enlightened." But later he 

showed that he never embraced John’s message in faith when he had him executed. 

   

Next, notice that they are described as those who had "tasted of the heavenly gift, and 

were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, . . . and [tasted] the powers of the world to 

come." All of these are probably related around some kind of experience with the Holy 

Spirit. For example, the Holy Spirit is called the "gift of God" in Acts 8:20, and since the 

Spirit is sent from heaven (cf. 1 Pet. 1:12), the phrase "heavenly gift" probably means the 

Holy Spirit. "The powers of the age to come" also probably refer to the Holy Spirit 

because often in the New Testament, power is associated with His work (Acts 4:31,33; 1 

Co. 2:4; 1 Th. 1:5).   

  

But the Bible makes it very plain that you can experience the power of the Holy Spirit in 

you or working through you. In Matthew 7:21-23, Christ confronts us with these 

shocking words: "Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 

kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will 

say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name 

have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I 

profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." 

    

The stunning truth of these verses is that you can work powerful miracles and yet be 

rejected by Christ in the end. "I never knew you," does not mean Jesus never knew about 

them; it means he never loved them with a saving love. How then did they do these 

miracles? You cannot cast out devils through demonic power - you can only do it through 

the power of the Holy Spirit! The people that the author of Hebrews is describing in 

verses 4 and 5 have experienced the power of the Holy Spirit in the same way. Perhaps 

through answered prayer, in a healing, or by casting out a demon they had an experience 

of the Holy Spirit. But the text never says that they were regenerated by the Holy Spirit; 

their hearts were never changed. That being the case, when the pressure became intense 

to leave Christianity, they did it with a vengeance. 

  

Finally, it is implied in verse 6 that they had at one time repented, for it says that it is 

impossible to "renew them again unto repentance." "Renew" and "again" both point to the 

fact that they had at one time experienced some kind of repentance. 

  

But not all repentance is a product of saving grace. Paul tells us that there is a sorrow 

unto death that is different from godly sorrow (2 Co. 7:10). You can be sorry for your sin 

without being sorry for having sinned against God (Acts 20:21). The essence of 

repentance lies in a grief that one has offended God. That is what makes repentance 

genuine.   

   

  



A Biblical Benedict Arnold 

  

Is there an example in the Bible of someone who was not saved that exemplifies all the 

characteristics of those portrayed in Hebrews 6:4-6 outside this text? I believe there is. 

Judas Iscariot is the Biblical equivalent of Benedict Arnold. He was the ultimate traitor, 

because he not only betrayed a just cause, he betrayed the Son of God. And if there is 

anyone of whom we may be absolutely sure was not saved, it is Judas, for Jesus said of 

him that it were better for him if he had never been born (Mk 14:21). 

   

Judas certainly was enlightened and tasted the good word of God, for he was a preacher 

of that very word. He experienced the power of the Holy Spirit and with the other 

apostles no doubt was able to perform miracles, including the casting out of demons and 

healing the sick. He even "repented" after he had betrayed Christ (Mt. 27:3). 

Nevertheless, he never repented with a godly repentance. He deserted Christ and with a 

treacherous heart turned him over to the Jewish leaders. If anyone ever illustrated 

Hebrews 6:4-6, Judas certainly did. 

  

The blessings of Hebrews 6:4-5 are not negative; indeed, they are experienced by true 

believers, but in and of themselves they are not determinative of one’s spiritual condition. 

Therefore, you cannot make a case from these terms that those for whom they are used to 

describe are saved. That must be determined by other factors. Incidentally, it is as 

interesting to note what the writer to the Hebrews left out, as it is to note what he 

included. For example, he never says that these people have been forgiven, regenerated, 

justified, or sanctified. If he had wanted us to believe that these people were saved, he 

could have done that very easily by using clearer terminology. 

  

 

 Cursed Ground 

  

2. The second argument comes from the analogy of fields in verses 7 and 8.  Notice the 

connection between these verses and verses 4-6: "For the earth," etc. In other words, this 

analogy was meant to explain the previous verses. They read: 

  

For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 

meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God: But that which beareth 

thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned. 

  

These verses show that both saved and unsaved people can experience the blessings of 

verses 4-5. These blessings in themselves do not determine whether a person has been 

born again or not. Since this is an analogy of the preceding verses, the rain is meant to 

represent the blessings of verses 4-5. This rain falls on good ground (7) and on bad 

ground (8). The bad ground produces thorns and briars, which represents the apostasy of 

verse 6.  Whereas the good ground received blessing from God, the bad ground is cursed 

and burned. What this tells us is that those who receive blessings like tasting the good 

word of God and then turn their backs on it have always been bad ground and they will 

receive judgment from God. In other words, they were never saved. 



   

  

Things that belong to salvation 

  

3. The third argument is conclusive and is found in verse nine.   

  

But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany 

salvation, though we thus speak. 

   

In this verse, the readers are contrasted with those who apostatized from the faith. The 

writer says that he is persuaded of "better things" of them, "things that accompany 

salvation." In other words, he is persuaded that they are saved. But what are the "better 

things" he is assured of, and what are they better than? 

   

The "better things" are those graces listed in verses 10-12, which are explanatory of verse 

9. Thus, love (10), hope (11), faith and patience (12) are the better things that accompany 

or belong to salvation. These are true evidences of their gracious state. 

  

But what are they better than? The context leads to the conclusion that love, hope, faith 

and patience are better than the things mentioned in verses 4-6. This being the case, we 

are justified in our judgment that the blessings those who apostatized experienced, though 

positive in themselves, did not "belong to salvation." They were not saved, and that is the 

reason they did not persevere. 

  

So, our conclusion is that those who apostatize from the faith are not saved, even though 

may outwardly look like Christians and even receive spiritual blessings in association 

with the church. Thus, these verses do not prove you can have salvation and then lose it, 

because those who defected were never saved to begin with. But these verses also present 

the converse truth: if all who apostatize were never saved, then that means that all who 

are saved will persevere to the end.  

  

  

What does the rest of Scripture say? 

  

The rest of the Scripture is equally emphatic in maintaining the doctrine of the saint’s 

perseverance. Though I could use many Scriptures to prove my point, I will only use two 

- one from the Old Testament and one from the New (cf. also John 6:37-45; 10:27-29; 

13:1; 17:9-15; Rom. 8:28-39; Phil. 1:6).   

  

Jeremiah 32:40 says, "And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not 

turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they 

shall not depart from me." This passage is related to the promises of the New Covenant 

mentioned in chapter 31, which is quoted in Hebrews 8 as being fulfilled by Christ. This 

then is a promise that applies to all for whom Christ died. It is a promise from God, one 

He will never break. And in it God promises to put his fear in the hearts of his people so 

that they shall not depart from Him. That is a divine promise of perseverance. Nothing, 



not even the sinful disposition and weakness of the saint, not the power of all the devils in 

hell, not the strongest allurements this world can offer will be able to overturn this 

promise. This does not mean that God’s people will never sin, but it does mean they will 

never finally fall away from grace and faith.  

  

1 Peter 1:5 in the New Testament summarizes the doctrine of perseverance perfectly: 

"Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed at 

the last time." Notice that Peter is confident that the believers to whom he is writing will 

be "kept . . . unto salvation ready to be revealed at the last time." In other words, their 

final salvation is guaranteed. But this is not without faith. The believer perseveres in faith 

to the end. But he does this not out of his own strength but because his faith is 

empowered by God to keep persevering. Again, God lies at the very foundation of our 

perseverance. It is his faithfulness (Jer. 32:40) and power (1 Pet. 1:5) that makes the final 

perseverance of the believer certain. 

  

  

 The Character of Persevering Saints 

  

But if it is true that believers will persevere, then how can I know I am a true believer and 

will persevere? What if I am not what I think I am; what if I am deceiving myself? In 

other words, the doctrine of perseverance presents a potential problem: if only those who 

persevere to the very end will be saved, how can I know right now that I will persevere 

unto the end?  How does this doctrine affect my assurance? What difference is there 

between the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints, and the idea that true believers can 

lose their salvation? 

  

But really we have already in a way answered these questions. For when the author of 

Hebrews says he is confident that his readers have "better things" that "accompany 

salvation," he is saying that by seeing such evidences in the lives of believers, we can be 

persuaded of their final salvation. The "better things" of love for the saints, and hope that 

produces diligence, and faith with patience are evidences that alert one to the reality of an 

individual’s salvation. And whoever possesses these graces show that they will not fall 

away like those mentioned in verses 4-6.   

  

In the same way, the apostle John in his first epistle writes that his readers might have 

assurance: "These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 

God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of 

the Son of God" (5:13). How did he seek to accomplish this? By listing six evidences of 

the new birth: doing righteousness (2:29), not committing sin (3:9), loving the brethren 

(3:14; 4:7), believing that Jesus is the Christ (5:1), overcoming the world (5:4), and 

keeping oneself (5:18).  

  

Further, the witness of the Holy Spirit stands alongside the witness of such graces: "For 

ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 

that we are the children of God" (Rom. 8:15-16). In other words, God gives us the 



disposition of children so that we seek the Father’s presence and call on his name. This is 

a reality that God gives to each of his children, which, if not stifled by false teaching that 

erodes the eternal security of the believer, can only strengthen him or her in assurance. 

  

 

The Call for Persevering Saints 

  

This is really what I wanted to get to. I want every person in this room to persevere. This 

whole section (Heb. 6:4-12) is a call for perseverance. There are two ways that the author 

of Hebrews does this. 

  

First, he does this by calling us to take the reality and danger and evil of apostasy 

seriously (4-6). We need to realize that God uses warnings like all parents who love their 

children. Though this does not mean that the truly saved can apostatize, such warnings 

are means that God uses to keep us from turning back to the world. When we are told that 

it is impossible to renew to repentance those who abandon the faith and go back to the 

world, it ought to send a chill down our backs, and give us a more firm resolution to 

remain faithful to the end. 

  

It ought to also make us hate apostasy even more when we realize that nothing could be 

more dishonoring to Christ than to crucify and mock him. To experience something of 

the goodness of his word and Spirit, and then to turn your back on that for the world is 

the supreme offense to Christ.   

  

It also leaves you in a worse situation than you were before. For you are in a place where 

repentance is impossible. Peter described what happens to a person in this condition in 

his second epistle: "For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 

knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and 

overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for 

them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they had known it, to turn 

from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them 

according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that  

was washed to her wallowing in the mire" (2:20-22). 

  

Second, he calls us to persevere in pursuing pleasure in God by prizing his promises. It is 

the earnest desire of the writer (11) that they "be not slothful, but followers of them who 

through faith and patience inherit the promises" (12). Notice the connection between faith 

and the promises: it is through faith that we inherit the promises. This is because it is only 

by faith in the promises of God that enables us to overcome sin and persevere to the very 

end. The reason why this is so is because faith in God’s promises is the only thing that 

can unmask the deceitfulness of sin by revealing to us a greater joy in God. 

  

Every person in the world is seeking happiness in life. Every person in this room is 

seeking his or her happiness. You do this from the moment you get up in the morning to 

the moment you go to bed at night. That is not a negative thing in itself, God created us 

this way. But it is only a good thing if we seek our joy in God. Our greatest goal in life is 



to pursue pleasure in God, because when we do that we are making God supreme in our 

lives. As John Piper puts it, "God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in 

him." Or, as Augustine said, "He loves thee too little who loves anything together with 

thee, which he loves not for thy sake."   

  

Joy in God is the key to everything in the Christian life, especially obedience. If God is 

our joy and delight, obedience will not be burdensome, and praise will not be artificial 

but genuine, for we praise whatever we love and delight in. 

   

Satan knows this, and so he is going to do every thing he can to sabotage your faith. He 

has filled this world with landmines and booby traps called lies. These lies are 

everywhere and their chief message is that sin will give you more pleasure than 

obedience. It is the tactic he used with Eve: "If you’ll just take the forbidden fruit, you’ll 

be happier, you’ll be like gods." And this worked so well, that he has been using it on 

billions of human being ever since. In a sense, every time we sin, we are re-enacting the 

sin of Adam and Eve because we are falling to the old lie that sin will make us happier 

than the obedience of faith. 

  

How then do you overcome these lies? Answer: pursue pleasure in God by prizing his 

promises through faith. Let me illustrate this for you in three ways, and then I will close. 

  

1. One of the lies that Satan uses to convince people to quit and abandon a walk of 

obedience is that it is not worth being persecuted for righteousness ’ sake. Paul did say, 

"All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12). Sooner or 

later, following Christ is going to involve bearing the reproach of Christ. And you don’t 

have to live outside the United States to experience it, either. I know of one couple that is 

right now enduring ridicule and ostracism from both sides of the family for standing by 

their commitment to Christ. Satan will tell you that it is not worth it. Forget it and enjoy 

life! How do you fight the temptation to give in, especially when we are so prone to 

shrink away from persecution? 

   

The key is faith in the promises of God! The writer to Hebrews reminds them that at one 

time they were willing to endure ridicule and reproach for the cause of Christ: "But call 

to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great 

fight of afflictions; partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproach and 

afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used" (Heb. 

10:32-33). How did they do this? The answer is given in the next verse: "For ye had 

compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in 

yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and enduring substance" (10:34). Through 

faith, they knew that their joy did not lie in their material possessions, which they lost, 

but in heaven and in God. That is what gave them the ability to persevere in the face of 

tremendous persecution. 

2. Another situation that Satan will try to take advantage of is that of sickness and death. 

How many people have said that they abandoned their faith in God because of cancer, or 

because they lost their sister in a tragic car accident? Satan will tell you that God is not 

good to you and that you would be better off if you just reject God and be bitter. How do 



you fight that?   

  

Job was faced with the same kind of situation. He was struck with a terrible sickness, on 

top of having lost everything, including his children. His wife counseled him to curse 

God and die. But Job rebuked here and said, "What? Shall we receive good at the hand of 

God and shall we not receive evil?" (Job 2:10). Later, he would say, "Though he slay me, 

yet will I trust him" (13:15). In other words, Job had an abiding confidence in the 

goodness of God through it all that Paul later expressed in Romans 8:28 - "And we know 

that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose." Faith overcomes this deadly temptation by trusting that all 

things - even the sickness and the pain and the losses - will work out for our good through 

the will of a Sovereign God.  

  

3. Probably the most fatal lie that Satan uses to lure many away from the faith is the love 

of the world. "Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world" (2 Tim. 4:10). 

We are constantly bombarded everyday through advertisements on the radio, or TV, or 

billboards, in books, and magazines and newspapers that this world has more to offer in 

the way of pleasure than a life of obedience to Christ. Tragically, many who once seemed 

to be true Christians, have bought into this lie and abandoned the faith forever. 

  

Again, it is only through faith in the promises of God that we can fight this lie. Notice the 

response of Moses to the treasures and pleasures of Egypt: "By faith Moses, when he was 

come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to 

suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 

esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had 

respect unto the recompense of reward" (Heb. 11:24-26). When Moses weighed the 

treasures and pleasures of Egypt in a scale with the "recompense of reward" in heaven, by 

faith he was able to see that the reward far outweighed all that earth could offer. It wasn’t 

even a contest to Moses. He chose the hard way because he looked through the spectacles 

of faith and saw the reward at the finish line. May God enable all of us to follow in his 

steps.   

  

May God bless his word. Amen. 


